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This reference population is based on native Egyptians. As ancient populations first migrated
from Africa, they passed first through northeast Africa to southwest Asia. The Northern Africa
and Arabian components in Egypt are representative of that ancient migratory route, as well
as later migrations from the Fertile Crescent back into Africa with the spread of agriculture
over the past 10,000 years, and migrations in the seventh century with the spread of Islam
from the Arabian Peninsula. The East African component likely reflects localized movement
up the navigable Nile River, while the Southern Europe and Asia Minor components reflect
the geographic and historical role of Egypt as a historical player in the economic and cultural

growth across the Mediterranean region4.
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This reference population is based on native Egyptians. As ancient populations first migrated from Africa, they passed first through northeast
Africa to southwest Asia. The Northern Africa and Arabian components in Egypt are representative of that ancient migratory route, as well as
later migrations from the Fertile Crescent back into Africa with the spread of agriculture over the past 10,000 years, and migrations in the
seventh century with the spread of Islam from the Arabian Peninsula. The East African component likely reflects localized movement up the
navigabkle Nile River, while the Southern Europe and Asia Miner components reflect the geographic and historical role of Egypt as a historical
player in the economic and cultural growth across the Mediterranean region.
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