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vols., LCL 242 (Cam bridge, Mass.: Harvard University Press, 1 930); The Jewish War: Volume Ill, Books 5-7,trans.
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Sayce, AH «Le renversement de Sodome et Gomorrhe (compte Accadian)» Records du passé X1 115 (1
Archibald Sayce (1887). Les conférences Hibbert, 1887: conférences sur I'origine et la croissance de la (2
religion . p. 309

Joséphe . Antiquités des Juifs . Livre I. Chapitre 9 ; récupéré le 25 octobre 2015 (3

Hershel Shanks (septembre-octobre 1980). "BAR Entrevues Giovanni Pettinato”. Revue d'archéologie (4
(5) biblique . 6

Alfonso Archi (novembre-décembre 1981). "Les Cités de la Plaine” sont-elles mentionnées dans les Tablettes (5
(6) d'Ebla?". Revue d'archéologie biblique . 7

The Archives of Ebla,” in Cuneiform Archives and Libraries,ed. Klaas R. Veenhof, Papers Read at the 30e (6
Rencontre Assyriologique Internationale, Leiden, 48 July 1983 (Leiden: Netherlands Institute for the Near East,
1986), 78 ; Society of Biblical Literature, St. Louis, Miss., 1976 ; Gli archivi reali di Tell Mardikh-Ebla: riflessioni
e prospettive,” Rivista Biblica ltaliana25, no. 1 (1977): 236 ; “Ebla and the Bible,” BA 43 (1980): 20316. This
announcement was picked up and reported by many non-specialists.41(1978): 143-64 ; William H. Shea, “Two
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of David Noel Freedman in Celebration of His Sixtieth Birthday,ed. Carol L. Meyers and M. O'Connor, ASOR
(Winona Lake, Ind.: Eisenbrauns, 1983), 589-612 ; Matthiae dates the tablets to the Early Bronze 11 (2400 and
2250 BC)ed. Harvey Weiss (Washington, D.C.: Smithsonian Institution Traveling Exhibition Service, 1985),
134-137

G. Pettinato, M. Dahood, D. H. Freedman, and W. Shea have been the most outspoken proponents of this (1
idea., ed. Giovanni Pettinato, Translation of Ebla: Un Impero Inciso Nell'Argilla (Garden City, N.Y.: Doubleday,
1981); “Ebla, Ugarit and the Old Testament,” BS8, no. 1-16 (1979); “Ebla, Ugarit and the Old Testament,” in
Vetus Testamentum Supplements,vol. 29 (Leiden: Brill, 1978), 81-112; Freedman, “The Real Story of the Ebla
Tablets”; Clifford A. Wilson, Ebla Tablets: Secrets of a Forgotten City: Revelations of Tell Mardikh, Third,
Enlarged and Updated (San Diego, CA: Creation-Life, 1981); Clifford A. Wilson, The Impact of Ebla on Bible
Records: The Sensational Tell Mardikh (Word of Truth, 1977); Shea, “Two Palestinian Segments

Edmond Sollberger, Administrative Texts Chiefly Concerning Textiles (L 2752),Archivi Reali de Ebla, Testi 8 (2
(Rome: Missione Archaeologica ltaliana in Siria, 1986), 1; Bruno W. W. Dombrowski, “Eblaite”: The Earliest
Known Dialect of Akkadian,” Zeitschrift Der Deutschen Morgenlandischen Gesellschaft138 (1988): 211-35
(Winona Lake, Ind.: Eisenbrauns, 1987), 2 (3
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Chronology of the Early Bronze Age southern Levant

Period Dates
Early Bronze Age IA [EBIA] 3500-3300 B.C.E.
Early Bronze Age IB [EBIB] 3300-3100 B.C.E.
Early Bronze Age II-llI [EBII-1I] 3100-2300 B.C.E.
Early Bronze Age IV [EBIV] 2300-2010 B.C.E.
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Amos Frumkin (2002), Historic Dead Sea Level Fluctuations Calibrated with Geological and Archaeological (1

Evidence, Quaternary Research 57, 334-342
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Comparison of Dead Sea Level Indicators from Three Disciplines

AGE Level m amsl  Level m amsl Level m amsl . .

. Biblical expression Source
Years B.C.E (geology) (archeology) (Bible)
2000-1500 {(Mid Bronze Age) -390 or lower <-400 the vale of Siddim Gen. 14
1500-1200 {Late Bronze Age) -375to =-390 2-400 which is the 5alt Sea Gen. 14

the tongue of the Salt Sea,

ca.-375 Josh. 15 + 18
the edge of the Jordan
from the tongue that turns
-370 to -380 Josh. 15
to the south
the eastern edge of the Salt
-370 to -380 Num. 34
Sea
Borders of Reuben and Beth
ca.-375% A Josh. 12 +13
Jeshimoth
1200-700 (Iron Age and later) fall of lake level <-388 (1100-900B.C.E.}] =-400 the vale of salt Il 5am. 8
-395 to -400 Il Kings 14
(800-600 B.C.E.) Il Chron. 25
Ps. 60

Amaos Frumkin, Historic Dead Sea Level Fluctuations Calibrated with Geological and Archaeological Evidence, Quaternary Research 57, 334-342 (2002)
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Tectonic elements (left) and shaded relief of the topography (right) of the Dead Sea Transform.
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A.Ben-Menahem. 1991. ¢ Austin, S. 2010. Greatest Earthquakes of the Bible. Acts & Facts. 39 (10): 12-15 (1
R.Ken-Toretal. ¢ Four Thousand Years of Seismicity Along the Dead Sea Rift. Journal of Geophysical Research
2001. High-resolution Geological Record of Historic Earthquakes in the Dead Sea Basin. Journal of Geophysical
Marco, S., and A. Agnon. 1995. Prehistoric earthquake deformations near Masada, Dead Sea ¢ Research
Marco, S., M. Stein, A. Agnonn, and H. Ron. 1996. Long-term earthquake clustering: ¢ (8)Graben. Geology 23
A 50,000-year paleoseismic record in the Dead Sea Graben

Aizenshtat et al. (1986) (2

Nissenbaum and Goldberg, 1980; Nissenbaum et al., 1980; Spiro et al., 1983; Rullkotter et al., 1985; 3
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Elemental Composition of Natural Asphalt (ash free basis)

SAMPLE %C %H %N %S %0 * Refrence
Dead Sea, Floating Blocks 781 7.9 14 9.4 3.2 Nissenbaum et al (1980)
Dead Sea, Nahal Heimar 76.2 7.9 19 9.1 49 Nissenbaum (1978)
Habeya, Lebanon 77.2 9.2 27 8.2 27 Nissenbaum (1978)
Gilsonile, Ulah 85.5 9.2 25 | 04 24 Aizenshtat et al (1986)
Waurtzilile, Utah 79.8 115 2.0 5.0 1.7 Aizenshtat et al (1986)
Asphalt, Trinidad 829 10.8 0.8 5.5 0.0 Bell and Hunt (1963)
Asphalt, Turkey 80.0 71 0.2 9.5 3.2 Abraham (1960)

* By difference including Metal

Arie Nissenbaum, Utilization of Dead Sea asphalt through history, Reviews in Chemical Engineering , Vol 9 Dec 1993

2aloill 3 ady gl I3 oS0 e 8,505 & ol slas carannd I 065 of daell (oo
el P Eus Al by ol sle ¥l Bayl qey ¥ gdlly MLl 148 2350 Jls> o
ibga LI Ji8 2350 ale § g hddl ld Sl (g0 01 el e cdagaogl 5339 I
oaAdy . liquification Juudl pl c8ym Lo Eigas IS (0 Zip0 18 S| (o (31 52,51
Hlges Ll seseall durad I ols GLAI s I cun Siyes okl o 350l 1
& e I3 o 0835 a1 el s Tsoimiy el ol wlase e L6 el 3 1
0 055 el Jleddl 3" ol mald Sl Qe (mgoeld pgicell o lall ") @53
aads ol 3 el xdl 5929 aa” ¢ Graves jouall dd LS ¢ U3 ang > olutd By duds
ALl @ el il o T e Jll sl s amsy ¥ ¢ Builall 5,51001 3

David E. Graves, Key Facts for the Location of Sodom: Student Edition, Navigating the Maze if Arguments, (
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View of Bab edh-Dhra’ from the North, looking across the Wadi Kerak at the erosional damage to the settlement

Aerial of excavated charnel houses at Bab edh-Dhra’
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- 3 P = M =3
Sodom, A boulevard, ash filled side streets, and eroded rows of houses set against brown dolomite
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Outskirts of Sodom
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