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HE ETIOFIAN CHURCH - THANDLA LASE TIYOPIYA 1092
ABD
THE OFDER OF ETHIOPIA - UMEUTHO WESTYALTEE YOPWONDO [GPSA) 15900

Eafore dugust 1500 the Ethicplan Church = JBandls Iass-Tlyoplym, wan an
ipdspendant deanomination in 1ta own rlght.

In August 1900 the statun of the Ethiopian Churoh was relagitad to that of
e Ordar within tha Church of the Provines (EPSA).

Look at the meaning of tha word 'Order' as 1% la applisd and refars to the
Ordar of Ethlcpin - Unlutha wnee-Tiyoplmm.
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IRIEH BOHOOL OF ECUMENICE

LUHLIN AEEEARTH UENTRE,
Pan Houms, 90 Fessbrols Pask, Tubils 4 Tieles |
‘Tul. 01} ABLERAOARIOTR

il Deeenber 198%

tear Ephrains,

Many Lthunks lar the aetarlale You aenl me, I am now ln & posilion
o glve yoi & rmber of suggentions, none of which weuld Aeoeanltales your
comlag Lo Hstops.

Inomy firmt repponns io you [ wmemiloned my mingivings ko you about
L'l.:ripl o view apostolic soceesmion mm s tactlle tranemimsion af geiver and
satharily from me Tisbop to andther, and so on down ia the aposilne.
Thers are theologieal and histurical A3Ffledltiss with aush a poaltlsm, not
Teant of which f{e tha fect that thave ia within that asneas of Lrandmiss i
nn uniform concapt of aplesaps o spimoopscy. To try io belp bhe chirches
slarily thism Issue; the recent report oo Minletry vhich wan sdopbed by the
Falth afd Onder Commlaflon st Lima, made & veslul distinctieon batwvean
‘apantolle suscenalon wod ‘apastolic teaditlon® [uormension In, Lhe
tradition/faith of the spostlenl, It 1s this wuccession In lhe apostalic
tradiiton of the eharoh which [ swen to be esssnilal. 1 would thorefore
suggest that on the bamis of this there 18 no need to sk onw whoss 1ine
of snoorsslon oan suthentioated,

In my previows leiler I wld you of the wiepe 1 wae teking to halp
you with your reguest. MWy conlldanilas was cna whoe In elede bo the Lrokbishop
af Canterbury. In writlng to him 1 d1d mentlon the Lima Beport's distincticn
as oiklined abave. His reaponee wan Lhat thie is & geeful way for you in
procesd.  Wamsly to wocept thia theclogionl peaition, and pn that besis sesk
relationn with another Anglioan commmity {or epliwcopal church),  fie hon
sliggeated thal you might Llke to be In communication with Archbishep Prillp
Hamaell to halp you resclws your difficoliies,

It may ba, howsver, thai thai line of approsch Is pot ons that you
can pdopt for sithar politloal or scclesiastisal palitiesi respoon. In
that case you might fipd 1% helpful %o contact Blahap Merkos of the Ceptis
Orthodon (hurch In Falrobl (7.0, Rox 21570, Malrobl),  #% haw & spreoiad
miniatsy, 1 sm Informed, and hesds an ineiituie for the siudy of bisck
independant ohurches, Indeed, winilover sapprosch you sdopk, I suggest you
make combant with him.

1 nhal] aenit your resctione to itheme suggeabtlons, one ol which 1 hope
aight enable your church to overcome Lte probilems. If none of theas
accaptable, then other llnes of ssquiry w110 nesd to be parsued.

Evéry guod wieh,

Tours aye,
fev. E.L.0. Wtshebe, }4'[“.
56 Tuasbe Strest,
Iwidwwd]le 6205,
Caps Frovinegs, F.&, Chrim Hllim im ilue Lo be marcied in Gelby
Part Elisabeth, Abbey in July 1984. Hape that you sre
Soukh Africa ahle to mainkain your theological interer -
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