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Silver casket for the Gospel with floral decoration in relief,
Above and below there is a Coptic inscription dealing with the
1st Chap. of the 1st. verse of St. John Gospel. It is dated 1140
A M. Wakf for the Church of the Lady and mistress at Qasriaa
er-Reihan. decked with semiprecious stones. Coptic Museum

THE OUTSTANDING
ASPECTS OF
THE COPTIC ARTS

CLASSICAL MYTHOLOGY
IN COPTIC ART

POTTERY UNTIL COPTIC
& ISLAMIC ERA

FEMININE COQUETRY & HEADRESSES
IN THE COPTIC PERIOD

THE PEACOCK & THE EAGLE
IN COPTIC ART

THE CONTRIBUTION OF ANCIENT EGYPT
IN COPTIC ART

@ COPTIC MANUSCRIPTS

® WEAVING & TEXTILES
IN ANCIENT EGYPT
© ANCIENT EGYPT CARICATURES
UNTIL ISLAMIC ERA
@ THE HOLY FAMILY IN EGYPT
® ST. CATHERINE'S MONASTERY
IN SINAI
® THE COPTIC ICONS
. © MATARIA AND THE VIRGIN TREE
MAHABBA Dr. RAOUF HABIB

BOOKSHOP



Siiver chest for a gospel ornamented with fioral designs and
Coptic texts In rellef with the cross in the centre.

Coptic Museum. 14th./15th. century
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Sliver casket for the
Gospel with tloral decora-
tion In rellet. in the centre
is a trefoll cross; above
and below there Is a Cop-
tic Inscription which
means: "“In the beginning
of the Gospel of Jesus
Christ, Son of God. In the
beginning was the Word
and the Word was with
God”. On the sides of the
cashet the foliowing dedi-
catory Ingcriptions exist In
Arabic: Asure and perpe-
tual wakt for the chapel of
the honourable archangel
Michael in the Church of
Barbara at Oid Cairo.

Coptic Museum
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Coptic Museum

6th. century.

Collection of bronze lamps and two nice pitchers with separated bases
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Unique bronze cross ornamented with several

floral decorations. Coptic Museum -
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Unique silver ewer and basin with floral decoration In reilef. Wakt of the

church of Haret-Zweila. Coptic Museum.
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Huge dom door of a tomb or-
namented with crosses decor-
ated with designsin relief of
bronze. from ruins of the
Fayum. 10th. century.

poall ot (0 pis Boda ol
oo °)JL gy Olbar (n)e
il G dde e — bl
;ﬂ’uo.“ 0).‘1[3." )L" —fn,_.m.“

v (ohnaill

Processional patriarchal

throne in bronze surmounted

by a canopy which is upheld
by four uprights. At the top of
each there is a cross with an
inscription in Coptic indicating
the name of the maker and the
date from the Fayum 10th.
century. Coptic Museum.
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Silver bracelet like a serpent.

4th. Century Coptic Museum.
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Golden earring formed as a

crescent with geometric

Golden earring like a bunch of

Coptic M. 5th. C.
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designs.

grapes. C. Museum 4th C.
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4th C. Cop-

Goldennecklace.

tic Museum.
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Coptic Museum 4th./5th. century.

A collection of ornaments and jewels of goid and siiver.
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Two bronze bowls, each of them has two circles used as handles t

[ g3t 080N

o the pot.

6th./ 7th. century. Coptlc Museum
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Bronze lamp with three-legged base and a cross over its lantern.
7th.century.  Coptic Museum
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spoons to dip with a ladle, scoops, perforatores, and bone-
shears, bistouries and others. These instruments should have
particularly been used by special doctors in examing certain
wounds, broken-bones, tumours and other surgical diseases
of different sorts. This indicates that there might have been
specialists in surgery among the Copts in those early days. An
event that should be mentioned by honour and appreciation.

Dr. Raouf Habib

Ex. Director of the Coptic
Museum.
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The crescent encircles the cross of bronze

Coptic Museum

7th. century

A group of crosses; the largest is Ethiopian.

Coptic Museum.
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The third gospel. casket has the same decorations as the
two above mentioned caskets, and on one of its sides, there
are the following dedicatory inscriptions in Arabic: "'A sure
and perpetual wakf for the Church of Lady and Mistress at
Qariat er-Reihan. Lord, recompense in the kingdom of Heaven
him who toiled”. Year 1140 of the Era of the Holy Martyrs
(=A.D. 1424) ""Lord, have pity on Thy servant’’. The covering
of this casket has been decked by semi precious stones.

The section of metals includes a group of the utensils of the
altar. They are used during the religious services and com-
munion. There is a nice silver spoon enriched with gold with a
long handle with decorations ending with a fine cross. Other
spoons, with decorations ending with a fine cross. Other
spoons, with long handles which were employed to reach
down to the oil or any liquids in the jars exist. There is also a
round wonderful unique bronze censer, and according to the
archaeologist scholar G. Maspero, it might have been from the
Monastery of Amba Shenouda at Sohag in Upper Egypt and it
dates back to the 14th century. It has been dedicated to the
same monastery by an Arab personality whose name was
inscribed in Coptic letters called: '"Abo-el Phakhr son of the
priest’’. Upon the circular surface of the censer are important
decorations in relief, representing scenes from the Gospel
including the Ascention, the Nativity, the Escape to Egypt,
scenes of the Crucifix, the Establishment of the Sacred
Sepulchre by the Emperor Constantine and nis mother St.
Helena, and other s3senes of probably six features of angels
with masks.

-8—

The cases contain also a collection of jewels and orna-
ments of gold or silver as earrings in the form of a crescent or
a bunch of grapes, a silver bracelet shaped like a serpent, and
golden mecklaces some of which are ornamented with
precious stones or decked with valuable pepples and other
bracelets of different metals of copper or bronze which the
poor classes of the inhabitants usually used. There are also
gold coins and'golden rings ornamented with precious stones
or gems and other rings made of cheap metals.

Let it be understood that the monastic art has been used in
the utensils and articles fabricated from gold, silver or bronze
and they have been used in churches and by the public, but
the small bronze candles and lamps of the fourth century
which were ornamented with Christian designs as the fishes,
birds or the vine-leaves, have been made to be used particu-
lary in churches.

The section also includes several measures and scales
some of which are big for weighing the large and various
baskets of fruit and sacks of corn and other ceraels, sheep
and other animals and huge materials. Some small weights
have been devoted to weighing the valuable metals as gold
and silver.

It is worthy to be mentioned with much esteem and
appreciation, that among these various metal utensils and
several articles, it has been found an important collection of
medical instruments such as probes, scalpels, dialators,

—-9-



remarked. From the Monastery of Anba Shenouda at Sohag.
From the sixth century.

It is interesting to note that the preservation of table-
utensils and dishes and bowis, decorated with designs and
Coptic texts in the tombs of the Fayum in the 10th century
illustrates the idea that the Copts have taken after their
ancestors, the pharaohs in respecting their dead, taking care
for their tombs and continuing their visits from time to time,
particularly- during the general festivals and religious cere-
monles, where they used to spend some days and nights and
had to take their meals during their sojourn as usual.

In one of the cases of the section there are many censers of
various shapes, in another, it is noticed a group of copper
lamps with crosses in relief and a.collection of silver Ethiopian
crosses enriched with gold, several candles ornamented with
designs in relief and a bishop’s or palriarch’s crozier in ebony,
of which the arm in gold is in the form of two serpent’s heads,
between which a gold cross is affixed, and a copper censer in
open-work and a group of tiny crosses of various kinds,
several locks of belts of the vestments of the bishops or

-patriarchs.

There is also a fine group of a fork and a kinfe and a case.
On the latter there is the following dedication in Arabic: "Wakf
for the Patriarchate. The work of Anba Yuhannes, 117th
(Patriarch). Coptic Year 1493 (=A.D. 1777)". Silver chalice
having the following dedicatory inscription in Arabic: '"Wakf
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for the Church of the Virigin Mary, Lord, recompense in Thy
heavenly kingdom him who toiled’”’. Two diadems of copper
with designs in relief of bunches of grapes and Arabic texts
exist. They have been used in marriage-ceremonies for brides
and bridegrooms.

Among the important of the metal antiquities in the sections
are three silver coverings of gospels. They are ornamented
with beautiful floral decorations in relief and Coptic and Arabic
inscriptions enriched with goid.

On the first covering there is a Coptic inscription which
means: "In the beginning was the Word and the Word was
with God”. John 1:1) ""The beginning of the Gospel of Jesus
Christ, Son of God”’. (Mark 1:1).

On one of its sides there is an Arabic inscription:

'"A sure and perpetual Wakf for the Church of the Lady and
Mistress at El-Khandaq and for that of the honourable
archangel Michael, to the north (of Cairo), Lord, recompense
in the Kingdom of Heaven him who toiled’’.

. The second casket for the gospel bears the same decora-
tions as the first, and upon one of its sides, the following
dedication has been inscribed in Arabic: "'A sure and perpe-
tual wakf for the chapel of the honourable archangel Michael
in the Church of Barbara at Old Cairo. Lord, recompense in
the Kingdom of Heaven him who toiled.”
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Prov, From Fayum. 10th. century

C — Altar canopy, in'co@er, resting on four supports, each
surmounted by a cross in openwork, bearing a Coptic inscrip-
tion indicating the name of the maker and the date. it was
found in the ruins of an isolated old church destroyed by an
earthquake in the Fayum 10th. century.

D — Processional patriarchal throne in bronze surmounted by
a canopy which is upheld by four uprights. At the top of each
there is a cross with an inscription in Coptic indicating the
name of the maker and the date. Near its base and supports
are lion-statuettes. The lion is an emblem of Saint Mark. .
From Fayum. 10th. century.

E — Wonderful splendid bronze statue of an eagle of excellent
workmanship. It was found in one of the ruins of the tours of
Babylon Fortress in old Cairo. It is ornamented with accurate
floral designs in relief. |t represents the grandeur of the
Roman Empire in its powerful climax from the fourth century
A.D. During the reign of he late King Fouad, it happened that
his intimate friend late. King Emmanuel of Italy visited Egypt
and viewed the statue. He was extremely amazed and showed
his desire to acquire it since it marks as a symbol of the glory
of the Roman Empire in its utmost flourishing epoch. The
Egyptian government apologised and did not go to excess and
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the statue has been preserved to be displayed haughtily in the
centre of one of the halls of metal-section in the Coptic
Museum.

Groups of bowls and dishes of silver and copper with
designs of fish. One of the copper dishes bears on its back the
following phrase :"Perpetuel wakf for the Monastery of St.
Effroussina’’. It dated 14th. century. Another group of copper
table-utensils composed of a tray, a basin for fruit and some
dishes containing the designs of fish, Coptic texts and the
name of its owner and the date exists. The group was found in
the ruins of the churches of the Fayum from the tenth century.
A big basin '‘dst’’ with pictures of birds in relief. On its
covering, exists the figure of the Crucifix. A copper jug, with
he design of a cross in relief exists. It is from the tenth century.
Another copper jug, bearing floral- patterns and upon its
covering the figure of a sheep is seen.

Several chandeliers of different sorts, most of them are
covered with various decorations, are kept in the section. Two
of these chandeliers are much important and attract our
admiration. One of them bears the following Arabic inscription
chiselled in open-work: ""Happiness to the owner, health and
long life as long as the turtle-dove sings’. The second is a
copper branched candle-stick set off with silver in the form of
two dragons. it has 15 branches for puiting wax-sticks. From
the Church of St. Mina at Fom el-Khalig 13th. century.

Big iron key set off with copper-deco ated with crosses is
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Progress of Metal-Fabrication
during the Coptic Era

Among all the nations of the world, there is no country that
could compete with Egypt in its unique post and wonderful
standard which it has reached with distinction in all the
different sorts and branches of arts, especially that industry
which is attached to metal — fabrication and melting of miner-
als of all kinds as gold, silver, copper or bronze.

Egyptians had progressed in this art from the earliest days
of history, played an inaccessible role and understood how to
extract copper and gold from the mines of Sinai and Nabia.
They were well-acquainted with the method of melting these
metals and how to be employed and to be carefully and
skilfully fabricated. The admirable relics which they have left
of the numerous kindsof statues of every sort of metals, the
marvellous sarcophagi, the several finds acquired from the

. excavations of the various statuettes, particularly to gods,

great kings and their high generals and officials and priests,
and even the bronze tools of numerous chisels of various
shapes and sizes which are considered as essential and
indispensable utensils for the execution of all their sculptures,
decorations, designs, inscriptions and aven in the fabrication
of fine vases, pots and jugs made of valuable metals, and also
all the precious ornaments which attract the attention and
amazement with their splendid and ‘sonderful fabricaton,
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fineness and delicacy of their execution are extremely out-
standing. All these traces are regarded as ideals which struck
our extreme admiration and bear witness to those people with
the greatest esteem and the highest degree and reputation in
that art.

Undoubtedly the Copts have inherited that industry of
metal-fabrication from their witty forefathers, the pharaohs, as
it has taken place in all the other arts and they showed much
skill and good talant in the art of metal work. They had plenty
of pots, vases and metal utensils made of gold, silver, copper
or bronze and many valuable ornaments and jewels of fine
workmanship. The objects we posess now of these relics are
very scanty if they are compared with the several quantities
which they have had before: We must bear in mind that many
of those valuable jewels and rare artistic objects have been
lost, burnt, stolen or pillaged in time of disorder and revolution
which they have never ceased to happen. Among the essential
reasons for the rarity of the metal pots and different utensils in
the Coptic Period told that the people at that time had the
habit to melt their old pots and objects and to be changed with
new ones It happened that the late Morcus Simaika Pasha,
director of the Coptic Museum, during his visit to his Beati-
tude, the late Patriarch Ciril V whom he found very busy to get
rid of a large group of old pots and basins and other various
metal old objects by selling them and with the price of which
he could buy other new pots and basins for the church.
Morcus Simaika Pasha noticed upon these old pots valuable
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decorations and designs in relief, and Coptic t-exts with the
name of the maker and the date were inscribed. The director
hastened to expose to his Beatitude the Patriarche his request .
to take these old objects and pots to be preserved until they
are displayed in the Coptic Museum which he was preparing
to be established. The Patriarche accepted the demand, and
the old pots and articles were kept for the musuem. A general
subscription, for gathering the money required for buying new
articles and utensils to the patriarchate instead of the old pots
has been acted. The scheme has successfully ended hy the
preservation of a unique relic which was about to be lost
forever, and itis now displayed in Metal Section of the Coptic
Museum.

The most important huge acquisitions of the section of
metals are:

A — Door of dom wood framed be a band of bronze, which
is decorated with the figures of angels in rellef. In the centre is
a large medallion. Four other medallions enclosing crosses
with Greek inscriptions are arranged so as to form with the
central medallion the design of a cross. From the ruins of the
Fayum. 10th. Century.

B —Door of a tomb of dom wood framed by a band of bronze,
on which small crosses exist. There are two medallions at the
top enclosing two crosses with pictures of saints in relief. A
big central cross is surmounted by a crucifix,and on its four
arms there is the following Greek inscriptions: ’Lord, help
Nonna who departed in peace’’.
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