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View of El-Mataria Virgin-Tree, probably from the Middie-Ages, when it

has been worn and become old.



oa I Awaiell Atall Jus
The Holy Jourrney

MEDITER R ANEAN

sbilye GABAL £LTAR

b DIARUT
%L QOUSSIAH




& yholl By die Kuwaiiedl Alital)

The Holy Family at Virgin Tree

aaay ulbiyA pue yeueieN

ia oo X

[] “-.g_-qs




@ phaoll duusiS (fhao
Facade of the Ghurch of Matariah




place which has lately been honoured by the wonderful appari-
tion of the Virgin and remarked by encrmous multitudes Jf
people of different nationalities over the towers and domes of
Zaitoun church from the 2nd of April 1968, that place of this
church might have been one of the blessed areas mear which
the Holy Family passed on arriving into Egypt specially, if we
know that the site is neighbouring to the town of El-Mataria
which sheltered the Holy Family for a time at the beginning of
the arrival. We must also bear in mind that many miraculous
events and several healing cases of serious and incurable
diseases and patients have suddenly been oured during the
Holy Apparition.

RAOUF

& shally 1) 3al) By dikaia

Virgin-Tree At Matarlah Viilage



Egypt have been performed. The Coptic church still acts this
benevolent celebration annually for the same idea in the Ist.
of June.

Among the tales and legends which spread during the
Holy Family's, arrival into Egypt mentioned that many statues
and idols which flourished everywhere in Egypt, soon fell
down and collapsed directly after the apparition of the Holy
Child, many miraculous events happened and several indivi-
duals suffering from incurable illnesses were healed in the
spot. Such miracles undoubtedly attracted the population to
the Family to whom many services were offered willingly. It
is noteworthy to be mentioned that Napoleon after his depar-
ture from Egypt to France, left the leadership of his French
troops to his general Keleber, who was obliged to fight against
the innumerable Turkish troops. In a pitched battle, at Ein
Shams, Keleber gained a complete victory over the Turkish
troops. The French troops after the victorious battle, they
marched on their way near the Virgin-Tree. Many of them
carved their names on its stem and branches by the tips of
their swords and lances. Some of them were cured of their
eye-diseases after having been washed from the fountain of El-
Mataria. Some also mentioned that all the diseases from which
they had suffered were all healed after their visit to the Virgin-
Tree, and they offered their hot prayers thanking God for that
cure.

It is stated in the history of the Coptic church. namely

i §

the Senaxaire, that the church of the Virgin, the miraculous
fountain at Heliopolis, had at times occupied the most impor-
tant and glorified aposcopal seats especially in the oecumincal
congregation of Ephessus held in 431 AD. Itis curious to
remark that the people of the Occident and their pilgrims have
been well acquainted with the importance of that site, its
distinguished souvenirs, its religious and revered situation much
more than its own inhabitants. Some months ago, it happened
that a group of noble ladies, dwelling near El-Mataria, decided
to pay a visit to the spot of the Virgin-Tree. They were ex-
tremely blocked of what they have seen of how shameful,
nasty, dusty and very dirty the place was | In remote days, the
site was so beautiful, clean and attractive, that it induced
thousands of tourists of both foreigners and Bgyptians to the
visit. Extremely furious and ashamed of what has taken place
to a dear and wonderful glorified spot of their native land,
through carelessness and disgraceful negligence, those nobla
zealous ladies decided to take all the essential measures, how-
ever troublesome snd costly they might have been in order to
regain its remarkable biblical fame and vitality and revive its
ancient and sublime glory. Through their continual efforts,
energy, perseverence and keen watching and clearning the site,
they were successful in their decision and the place began to
revive and in all probability through the courage and care of
the government, it will resume its former biblical touristic
situation.

It has been an amazing and sacred coincidence that the
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land in which God planted that Balsam which never grew
except in that place. That plant used to be watered from a
well glorified by Christians who used to come to be washed
from its water and cured. He stated that the Balsam perfume
was extracted from that plant, and it was one of the valuable
presents exported to Christian kings of Ethiopia, Greece and
the Franks, being essential to them in order to be added in
performing baptism in remote days. It is also employed in the
consecration of cathedrals and churches.

Amélineau, the author of the book of Geography of Egypt
in the Coptic Era, also reported that the small village of El-
Mataria was not mentioned in the history of the Coptic church
except because of the Journey of the Holy Family into Egypt.
It was stated the passage of the Family at Mataria, the rest,
the bath from the fountain that became benevolent and sacred
at the spot, the growth of the fragrant balsam plant which was
used in baptism and consecrating churches, as a curious
medicine for some diseases and as royal presents exported to
Christian kings. Because of this traditional legendry, the town
of El-Mataria has become of the most renowned places in
Egypt, and tourists of various countries and of different creeds
and religions to its visit.

Although the gardens of that site ceased to produce this
perfume from a long time, and the sacred tree has been dis-
lockated from its place, but the same spot is still glorified,
revered and distinguished by an everlasting memory of its
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sanctify. The origiaal Virgin-Tree near which the Holy Family
rested for some time became so weakened and worn that it has
fallen down in 1656, and a group of the Franscisscan Fathers
gathered its branches. But the tree which grew in its place,
and which might probably be from the stem of the former
tree went back to the date 1672. It is also said that in the
same place there existed a sakia or an elevation — machine
destined for the distribution of water from several fountains
to irrigate the gardens around the site. In the area, a place for
praying was erected in the Middle Ages, and it has been trans-
ferred into a mosque. In 1700 the place included a mosque
and a church beside it, both the Islamic and Christian rites
have been perform:d in complete harmony.

The Mataria — garden remained famous several centuries
as one of the sacred centers in the Orient. Thus multitudes of
pilgrims of the whole world, especially the credulous people
longed extremely for visiting the place. It was known as the
balsam gardens where the fountain which supplied the Holy
Family with water during their saujorn. It has also been
natural that all places inhabited by the Holy Child and his
Mother should be distinguished by a special esteem and
reverence. According to the ancient traditions, pilgrims re-
garded that the visit of El-Mataria was very essential, ouring
to its sublime souvenirs and its high religious situation. During
the early periods of Christianity, the Copts established a big
cathedral in the area, where annual celebrations for the glori-
fication of the memorial arrival of the Holy Family into

—5—



been immagazined among the halls of its temple. It has also
been stated that the remarkable philosopher Plato came to
Heliopolis. where he prepared his philosophic bibliographies.
Solon. too, the renowned Greek legislator collected from it, his
reputed laws which he published and employed in his country
Athens after his return.

El-Mataria which replaced Heliopolis, was visited by the
Geographer ‘Strabo at the beginning of the 1st. century AD.
He recorded nothing about it. This assures that the village
might have been wholly uninhabited and become a desolate
place. But the little village began to revive and soon regained
its former reputation and became extremely renowned in many
countries of the world because of the arrival of the Holy
Family into that spot.

'When the Holy Family began its Journey from Palestine
into Egypt escaping from the brutality of Herod, king of the
Jews who tried to destroy the Holy Child, they probably
passed through the route, neighbouring the Mediterranean
shore which might bave been the ancient way followed by the
caravans and armies coming from Palestine to Egypt. But they
undoubtedly avoided, as much as possible, the clear usual
route to be in safe. The way was extremely troublesome and
hazardous either from shortage of food and water, or the
horror of the kings’ attendants and mauruders and wild beasts;
however God’s Eye has always been watching them. They
continued their journey several days until they became wholly
fatiqued. They were forced to search for a calm spot for rest
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and they came under an old branchy sycamore tree that
protected them from the heat of the sun. This was near the
village of El-Mataria, which had probably been as a desert at
that time. Owing to the wonders and miracles which took vlace
by the Holy Child during the journey, such tidings spread every-
where and became konwn to Herod and ex-asperated him very
much. He sent his well-weaponed soldiers with full recom-
mendations to the rulers of Egypt to search carefully about
the Child and His Mother everywhere. Through the continual
and accurate search for the Family, the soldiers could collect
some of the news, that the Family reached the village of El«
Mataria. They tried to fetch them near the spot. They were
about to succeed in catching the Child when He was under the
tree. No sooner did the Virgin feel the soldiers’ approuch, than
She hid together with her Son over the tree. In another tale, it
was related that the miraculous tree bent with its branches
until it hid the -Holy Family from Herods soldiers and they
were saved from their danger.

In a third story, it was said that the spider played its rols
in weaving its threads, which acted as a curtain to protect
them from the enemies’ eyes. From those tales, people have
naturally sacrified that tree and also the spot which sheltered
and protected them. The Islamic historian Takii el-Din-el-
Makrizi in 1441 A.D. mentioned that the Holy Family arrived
near Heliopolis, at the place of El-Mataria, whey they rested
near a fountain from which St. Mary washed from that wafer
the unclean clothes of Jesus, and threw the water around that
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EL-MATARIA & THE VIRGIN-TREE

It is that village which was erected on the ruins of the
ancient city, Heliopolis, near its famous obelisk, which still now
exists. Heliopolis has been the oldest Egyptian city and the
center of the heathen worship, probably before the apparition
of the ancient capital of Egypt, Memphis. It was the residence
of many kings of the pharaohs; it is called the city of «On»,
which means «column», and its sacred name was «Pi - Rav,
that signifies «The dwelling of the God R», where its splendid
temple, dedicated to its worship. has been established. But
Heliopolis which means the city of the sun has lately been
adopted by the Greeks. From the remotest days, it was famous
for its high universities which attracted tremendous numbers of
students and scholars of the Egyptian priests whose reputation
was unmatched in teaching all the branches of knowledge and
wisdom especially philosophy, astronomy, astrology, medicine
and history of the old world.

Several young princes, the sons of the noble families and
of the high officials of Egypt were annexed to those universities
in order to gain the sufficient learning and culture and prepare
themselves for the management of the important affairs in the
high ranks of the palace and the big cities of the country. It is
note worthy that the famous Greek historian Manithon wrote
the history of the ancient Egyptian dynasties, depending upon
the registers, the rolls of papyrus and the archives which had
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